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Nurturing
academic integrity
5 in the Al era

: — Weritten by: Dr. Richard Lee

With the advancement of technology, the flow of massive amounts of information has become
incredibly fast. Information is readily available to almost everyone, anytime and anywhere. Giant
bandwidth, high reliability of data communication via optical fiber and wireless channels, gigantic
volumes of durable data storage and superfast computational power have made all kinds of information
accessible to everyone instantly. With the latest commercialization of artificial intelligence (Al), a person
of any age is able to obtain traditional and generated answers to any kind of questions. Knowledge is
becoming almost costless. Machines can learn and create new information. How do our kids genuinely
learn in this new era?

The main difference between human beings and machines is relationships. Relationships are about
love and values. Machine learning is basically the process of finding the closest rule for a situation
based on a given set of data. When there is more data in the learning process, the rule could change.
However, there is no criteria for whether the discovered rule is applicable in future, or even whether
the rule is beneficial to the well-being of mankind. Then what is the value of education? Education is
not only about the acquisition of knowledge or skills. Good education should include the passing on
of noble moral values to make a better world for mankind. From what the Bible says, "for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). The sinful world does not result in eternity.
In my opinion, learning is meaningful to mankind only when it is governed by decent moral values.

With this, we can guide our child to learn with decent moral values in this technologically advanced
world. Let's consider these situations:

(1) Can a person directly use the information obtained from Al in their submitted work? A child
can judge whether it is right to submit the essay directly obtained from Al if he/she understands that
the teacher wants him/her to apply the learnt and digested knowledge from his/her own perspective.
Moreover, a child can judge whether it is appropriate to use unvalidated information without a serious
justification process.

(2) Is it true that there is no harm in copying unpermitted private information if we do not spread
it to other people? Private knowledge is a property of the owner. Without his/her permission to store
it, it is actually not right to keep this property.

Then, for example, in practice, how do we help our child to use existing knowledge without infringing
academic integrity? The Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority suggests students keep
journals and drafts of their work and present their work orally and answer questions, if necessary. They
should use internet search engines and electronic detection tools to detect plagiarism through comparison
of their work with original materials. The International Baccalaureate Organization suggests students
produce genuine and authentic pieces of work that represent their own abilities and recognize how
previous work is influencing/supporting their own work.
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The above rules suggest that students should be honest in stating their contribution in their submitted
work. This honesty is consistent with what the Bible says: "Better is a poor person who walks in his
integrity than one who is crooked in speech and is a fool" (Proverbs 19:1).

How do we assist our children to learn in this technological world? To sum up, to foster the learning
of children in this technologically advanced world, students should first develop a decent moral values
system within themselves. They can then judge for themselves what can or cannot be done in their
learning and how to use technology in learning appropriately.
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