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The Yunnan Programme is an Inspiring Experience

for Both L&e and Yunnan Students

W

At the airport, my heart started to pound heavily as the
excitement intensified. I was conscious and aware of the
responsibilities and the expectations I had to meet. This
trip was nothing like any other.

There had been quite some preparations before we set
off for Yunnan. Apart from the preparation periods
we had after school on weekdays, we also returned to
school in the summer holidays for some rigorous train-
ing. We were given time to familiarize ourselves with
the materials, as well as to develop our own teaching
methods. During discussion with the other “colleagues,
I found likeness in our teaching ambitions and looked
forward to teaching with them and building up a pleas-
ant relationship with them.

So we set off for our trip on 20" August.

Since the first day of the course was the 215t, we arrived
at our hotel on the 20t The hotel was magnificent—
there are very few places which I can describe as mag-
nificent, but this one absolutely deserved the descrip-
tion. We were much honoured to have the chance to
experience such luxuries. So we got settled down, and
prepared for the forthcoming and nervously-exciting
next day. The colleagues and I quickly developed close
friendship.

Every small thing has a beginning- a first. There is no
exception for hoilday. On the first day of the course, I
woke up to find myself in the enormous, cream-col-
oured hotel bed, thinking how I was going to make it
through the day. It seemed scary, undoubtedly, but “be-
ginnings” and “firsts” have always been scary. To get out
of one’s

Smiling faces of the boys and Joyce

. A
Joyce and her partner Kristie making great efforts in teaching English
comfort zone and embrace a new environment isn’t
easy at all. That is something certainly expected when

one teaches.

One thing that I discovered during the trip was that
people in Yunnan were truly friendly and passionate.
When we first arrived at the school, Kunming Dianchi
Resort Experimental School (Efg&EHEHEHNEREE
BEER), the principal and the teaching staft welcomed
us sincerely, giving us a tour-around the school cam-
pus. Ms. Lee, who received us throughout the five-day
course, showed genuine hospitality and passion. She

even i'ﬁi a round of basketball with us at recess.



As for the students, they were exceptionally bright and
talented. The majority exceeded the English level at
their age. It was quite a lovely shock- to see how well
their teachers had taught them. It was the first day
of school when we sensed the need to improvise our
teaching materials to match their level. However, we
could not make large adjustments because the teach-
ing materials were all printed out and ready to be dis-
tributed. So we adjusted the activities instead, coming
up with more games that would arouse their interest
in English, as well as raise their level in using English.
I believe the students quite enjoyed our lessons, as
shown in the feedback we received afterwards.

Watching the students improve little by little, day by
day, brought much satisfaction to me. There was a boy,
Mark, who was comparatively less bright in lessons
during the first two days. That did not make him less
attentive, though. When it was time for class work, he
would squint tightly and his stare would be sharply fo-
cused on the sheet of paper. It simply melted my heart
to see him working so hard! Yet, he was still slightly
falling behind his classmates. During class, I would be
sure to have gone to his seat at least once to check his
progress. He was the slowest one in class undoubtedly,
but he was the one who strove the hardest.

But that was not the end of story. From barely respond-
ing to his classmates and to the teachers, he improved at
such an encouraging pace. After paying specific atten-
tion to Mark on the first two days and several attempts
to have a friendly chat with him, I was overjoyed to see
that he became one of the students who would raise
their hands and ask me questions, as well as talk to me
after lessons. Now I understand why teachers still insist
on teaching despite the laborious work—the smiles, the
laughter, the “thank-you’s... they all make it up and the
hard work is worthwhile.

A hearty “thank-you” to the school is absolutely neces-
sary. Without the excellent links with the schools in
Yunnan, I would not have had the chance to experi-
ence the joy of teaching, as I had had only very limited
experience in teaching. This is a truly inspiring experi-
ence—so inspiring that I'll jump again at the chance
offered by our school to teach. I would like to welcome
you, too, to join the summer teaching programme and
learn more than you think you will.

By MS3R Joyce Law

xR R e

Yunnan is undoubtedly one of the most beautiful places I have ever been.
Here is the proof

| o N

Jianying Wang, the Vice Director-General of Yunnan Provincial Dept. of
Education (4t from the left) and Lixiong Yang, the Principal of Kunming
Dianchi Resort Experimental School (31 from the left) , greeting Mr Yau
(former Principal) and Logos colleagues
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Fiona (right) and her partner Achilles (2°¢ from the eft) aving a goo
time with the primary students

In mid-August, with enthusiasm and excitement, I

went to Yunnan No.1 Primary School of Kunming Hi-
tech Industrial Development Zone (ER&EHETEH—
/J\) to do community service on a cultural exchange
programme organized by our school.

Yet, this year’s programme was far more challenging
than what I had expected.

Last year I was grateful to have the opportunity to at-
tend a similar programme based in Zengcheng. I had a
wonderful time meeting some lovely students who were
so eager to learn and so attentive in class. With quite
high expectations, this year I met students who were
rather passive and did not understand much English.

“When will the class end?” a student asked impatiently.
I was disappointed and thought that the students didn't
like our class. But wait ! Isn’t this the same question we
raise to our teacher almost every lesson?

These setbacks frustrated me throughout the first few
days of teaching. Then the last day of the programme
came. When other teaching teams were receiving piles
of presents and cards from their students, my teaching
partner and I awkwardly asked the students to sit in a
circle and share how they felt about the programme.
Unbelievably, they told us that they liked the class. They
said they liked it when we corrected their “funny” pro-

ent plac
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Students paying attention in class _' .
nunciation. They liked the interaction and games. And

they liked us, after all. I was moved and relieved. The ef-
forts my partner and I made had paid off. This outcome
was more than what I asked for.

The teaching was thwarted at first, but memorable at
last. The experience has been so precious that it allows
us to grow and become sensitized to the issues encoun-
tered.

In teaching, we encountered different problems rang-
ing from preparing teaching kits to tackling arguments
among students. The experience has enhanced our
adaptability.

After the programme, I realized I was more like a friend
than a teacher to these students in Yunnan. This is a
good thing! Through teaching English, we have forged
friendship with students from a different background
and culture.

Indeed, it was very discouraging to deal with the unco-
operative students at first; frustrations and “let-downs”
were inevitable. However, with persistence and resil-
ience, we have been able to attain our goal finally.

The Yunnan exchange programme has indeed been
very memorable and educational. I am certainly look-
ing forward to more opportunities for this kind of vol-
untary tasks and meeting different people from differ-
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Culture and Vigour

at Cambridge

EE UNIVERSITY OF
9P CAMBRIDGE

% CYCLE LANE
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ies at Cambridge University, established in the 15th century.

I had a great conference trip from London to Cam-
bridge last summer. It took more than two hours by
coach from London to Cambridge, which is located in
the east of England.

Cambridge University is in one of England’s most fa-
mous university towns. Its great rival is Oxford Univer-
sity, and it simply takes three hours and twenty minutes
to be there by bus. Every year in summer, Cambridge is
expecting an influx of visitors from all over the world to
view the splendid architecture with classic elegance and
the vast green space.

Along with a small number of other universities, Cam-
bridge University has a practice of “college system”
There are thirty-one independent colleges with hostels
and canteens for their students. Each student is assigned
a tutor and this is the most impressive feature of the
university culture. These 31 colleges dominate the cen-
tre with medieval atmospheric cobbled courts, chap-
els, gardens and bridges. Lovers of architecture would
certainly be inspired by the dramatic modern archi-
tecture built side by side the traditional constructions.
Cambridge has profoundly taken shape in the world in
which we live; nevertheless, there is a real sense of living
history that can be identified with Cambridge almost

everywhere one looks around. All the colleges and de-
partments have their unique features in their buildings.
The University building constructions are inextricably
interwoven with the environment, being an integral
part of the city. As of 2009, the University endowed
with a rich heritage is already 800 years old!

There is a cluster of the oldest colleges in the city centre,
and most constructions follow the architectural designs:
a massive intimidating gatehouse being connected with
a series of exquisite quadrangular courtyards. It’s quite
a shock to some foreigners as most of the elaborate and
historic buildings that constitute the courts are in fact
undergraduate dorms. One is absolutely prohibited to
walk on the courtyard grass despite the fact that the col-
lege “lawns” are perfectly fine to tread on. One must get
used to perceiving the difference and not to step onto
the grass as nobody walking in the yard is to be a tres-
passer!

The conference was held at Murray Edwards College,
which is the previous “New Hall” of Cambridge Univer-
sity. A lot of things can be on the agenda in a relatively
small city like Cambridge. For the spark of inspiration,
many visitors to Cambridge do enjoy walking through
the colleges to see the bustling market square, court-
yards, grounds and chapels. Others enjoy punting on
the River Cam or visiting the world-class museums at
Cambridge. Punting is an interesting pursuit in Cam-
bridge:

A group of undergraduates made the “Have you
seen...?” posters that went up all over the town.
The poster had two photos on it, recent enough, but
both before his last haircut: a formal picture in a
tie, and a candid photo of him punting on the river,
on one of those thin, flat boats” -From 7he Whole
World, a novel by Emily Winslow (Random House,
May 2010)




One late afternoon, the writer tried the English tea with friends in an
old English restaurant.

Punts are thin and flat boats being propelled along the
River Cam by pushing a pole against the river’s shallow
bed. There are a few companies offering “chauffered
rides” along the part of the river lined by the colleges. It
takes about 45 minutes to go to the end and back under
nine unique bridges and this is a lovely and leisurely
experience.

No visitor could afford to leave this pursuit unnoticed
or skip it, except in unpleasant weather. (It should be
noted that the top punters are to provide people with
blankets and big umbrellas as a matter of course.) If it
happens to be a busy time of the year, you will have to
share a punt with other people. Your chauffeur will tell
you the charming stories about the colleges and bridges
you are punting by. Some of them are true (yes, Trin-
ity College has the original manuscript of Winnie the
Pooh), while some are not (no, a Harry Potter scene
was not filmed at St. John’s).

Besides enjoying punting on the River Cam, you can
also enjoy a pint at a local Cambridge pub. Cambridge
boasts its many renowned restaurants from the most
casual to the Michelin starred. The eclectic mix of cui-
sines of Thai, Italian, French, and Spanish, modern
British and many gastro pubs are to be found there.
And of course a healthy and enthusiastic student popu-
lation ensures a plentiful supply of friendly pubs that
are full of character!

Cambridge also offers some of the best shopping in
the region. You will not be disappointed when you
look for department stores, designer shops or delica-
tessens as they are all there. The bustling city centre
market square, with a market every day of the week,
is at the heart of Cambridge’s shopping district. The
Grand Arcade is like a home to all the high street
designer shops you could ever need - all under one
roof.

In addition to food and leisure, Cambridge is at the
heart of the fastest growing economic region in the
UK, and its success is built on a new economy - the
knowledge-based businesses. The Biotechnology
cluster around Cambridge is still expanding. Cam-
bridge has recently established a link with the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology and this link is fund-
ed by the Government. It is now playing a leading
role in breaking down the barriers between science
and business. The strength in technology has been
helping to stimulate the “Cambridge Phenomenon”
into the encouragement of international businesses.

For example, more funds from Microsoft and Rolls
Royce are being invested in Cambridge. Many dis-
coveries are found in the research there, such as the
electrons, the structures of DNA and many other
breakthroughs in hi-tech businesses today. Cam-
bridge’s rich heritage has also included an outstand-
ing record of scientific and artistic achievements,
such as notably Isaac Newton, Charles Darwin, Wil-
liam Wordsworth and John Milton. They were all
educated at Cambridge. Their prominently enduring
contributions to the world still have great impact on
the developments of civilization and cultures in hu-
man history.

The 800-year-old university is a great source of inno-
vations which have inspired the present Cambridge’s
entrepreneurs. So do not miss the chance of visiting
Cambridge next time when you are in England.

By Fanny Lau
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