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My Two Years’ Journey of the 1B Programme

N AN AN

.
preparing for the g

¢ booths on-Gampus

Two years ago, my mind was totally blank about my future. Honestly speaking, I was
very worried and not sure if my choice of taking IBDP was right or wrong. Was I fit
enough to study the IB programme? Did I have the confidence to get good results in
the IB exam? Would my results be good enough for me to enter my favorite university?
These questions had been in my mind for a long period of time.

People often say that being active is a crucial key to study the IB programme. It is
because teachers do not spoon-feed subject knowledge to students. Instead, students
have to search the answers by themselves. The problem is I am definitely not an active
student. Most of the time, the comment in my report card is “If Wan Ching can take the
initiative in class, she will show a greater improvement.” From the teachers’ perspective,
I am always a quiet and passive student in class.

Others believe that studying IB calls for a high degree of creativity. It is because teachers
will give students room to create whatever they want. However, friends who know me
surely will not consider me a creative person. It is a shame that matchstick men are all
I can draw.




Even if I am neither an active nor a creative student, I finally made up my mind to take the IB programme.
I am very happy that I have made such a decision and have never regretted.

In my two years’ journey of the programme, I encountered a lot of amazing experiences that I will not forget.
At the beginning of MS3, our class designed a couple of game booths on Campus 1. Other than sharing the
joy with my fellow schoolmates, I was involved in the whole activity. Just before Christmas, we caroled in
Plaza Hollywood. Singing in the mall was something that I would not dare to do in my whole life if I had
not joined the IB class. My trip to Bali last summer holiday really broadened my horizon as I had the chance
of meeting a group of nice Balinese who were at about my age. I was astonished by the impact of their local
culture on the Indonesians.

If I had not studied the IB programme, I would not have had so many wonderful memories. Those unique
moments that I and my classmates share form a strong bond among us. Because of this, we stick to each
other and our friendship is stronger than ever.

Besides, my relation with teachers has advanced a big step. In the past, I was afraid to ask questions during
lessons. I always thought that it would be better for me to hide my silly questions than to be laughed at. But
since the IB course started, I realize the importance of asking questions. The point is if the problem is not
solved immediately, it will be too late when the same question is asked in the examination. Eventually, a
timid person like me has been transformed to one who has the courage to ask questions in class. With more
interactions between me and teachers, I understand more about the subject matter that my teachers present
in class while they know more about what sort of problems I come across. As a result, not only can I gain
more knowledge through their teaching, I can also get along better with my teachers.

Although I am still the same passive and uncreative girl, all the things which worried me two years ago
have disappeared completely. Meanwhile, my future is getting brighter and brighter because this two-year
journey, though hard and demanding, is so well-deserved. It helps me move towards a new page of life. And
certainly, I can tell you that IBDP is a programme that suits any students who want to have a rich and full life
and are determined to make their dreams come true.

2012-13 MS4I Kristie Chow
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At Logos, I am engaged with senior secondary Eng-
lish Language teaching and curriculum planning. I
am able to make sense of the concepts and theories
to which I have been exposed in my university study
regarding senior secondary education. The experience
has given me new thoughts on effective teaching and
guided me to explore greater insights into education.

To ensure that my students are adequately prepared
for the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education
(HKDSE) and International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme (IBDP) public examinations, it is of para-
mount importance that I am kept up-to-date with the
latest development of the subject, the major difficul-
ties students are encountering and the good practice
of implementing the HKDSE and IBDP English cur-
riculum framework. Despite the fact that it takes me
a significant amount of time and effort to plan my
lessons, to adapt teaching and learning materials that
meet my students’ needs, and to reflect on my lessons,
I believe it is meaningful since I am able to maximize
the opportunities for language use from my students
and engage them into English learning.

English is about connecting with others and commu-
nicating our own. Undoubtedly, certain literacy knowl-
edge and skills are required tools in the HKDSE curric-
ulum; English learning is not merely about the subject
knowledge. Rather, it is about the knowledge that nur-
tures our mind. The conception that English actually
develops thinking is illustrated and emphasized in les-
sons. To acquire a broader knowledge base, contem-
porary issues that may impact on one’s life at personal,
community and global levels are frequently discussed
in class. Highly motivated, my students are mostly able
to make better sense and analyses of various issues and
become critical thinkers through active studies.

English is also about exploring our identities and build-
ing relationships. In accordance with the IBDP curricu-
lum, my IBDP class focuses significantly on developing
an intercultural understanding and appreciation of the
different perspectives of people from various cultures
related to English-speaking regions. Through authentic
use of the target language, my IB students are able to
express ideas confidently in a variety of modes of com-
munication. It is always delighted to learn that my IB



gmiling faces of Mr.

- s

Tong and his 1B students

students are given opportunities to be involved in activ-
ities and services where they learn, contribute and ex-
hibit the aspirational qualities related to the IB Learner
Profile and the Logosian qualities.

It is my responsibility, as an English teacher, to make
every effort to extend student exposure to English Lan-
guage, and polish up their linguistic competence and
performance. The positive outcomes of student learn-
ing have clearly demonstrated their potential to be crit-
ical thinkers, meanwhile, to make sure that my students
would be able to excel in public examinations, I am
therefore always actively seeking ways in which their
analytical and creative thinking skills could be promot-
ed and reinforced. It is encouraging to see that my stu-
dents are actively immersed in various types of class ac-
tivities which help them explore and understand more
about the skills one needs to value, justify and argue.

It is insightful and touching to see my students’ courage
and initiatives to try out different approaches in their
learning process and their willingness to grow from
their English learning experience. My students are ac-

customed to evaluating a range of perspectives and
giving thoughtful consideration to their own English
learning experience. Most importantly, it is glad to see
my students have become highly motivated, confident
and enthusiastic English learners before proceeding to
university studies.

I always enjoy teaching my HKDSE and IBDP classes. It
is not only because students work attentively and pro-
ductively in lessons, but also due to the fact that I have
developed a close rapport with my students. Through
casual exchanges and gathering, I could have a better
understanding of my students’ needs, and have gained
more ideas of how I could facilitate and enrich my stu-
dent English learning experience at school. My teach-
ing days at Logos are indeed fulfilling, pleasurable and
rewarding!

Last but not least, I would like to congratulate my HK-
DSE and IBDP graduates on getting encouraging public
examination results. I sincerely hope they will continue
to develop their potential in the future. (685 words)

Andrew Tong
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The Miracles of Prayers
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A Simple Life is a wonderful story about the life of an adult regarding ageing, love and the relationship between a
master and a maid, who has been working for the family for four generations.

Sleeping in the hospital, Ah Tao prays together with Roger and the Pastor for her health. This has happened long
preceding Roger’s hospital admission for cardiac surgery. Ah Tao follows Roger’s Mum to the church to pray for
his health. She realizes that praying to God is truly trustworthy way of helping him. This reminds us of the words
in the Bible - “Blessed are those who trust in the Lord.”(Jeremiah 17:7-8). The eagerness of Ah Tao’s prayers has
brought Roger to the Lord and he is blessed with progressively good health.

The making of the film by Ann Hui has marked the changing of life in such a graceful and humorous manner. It
is profoundly moving and there is not much implication of a slushy sentimental drama. A Simple Life is a mas-
terpiece about the slice-of-life compassionately dealing with an inescapable fact of the natural ageing process.
Factually, not many people have the intrapersonal intelligence to examine their life with keen awareness of their
spiritual growth and change. God wants us to grow up as we grow old. “God wants us to grow up.” (Ephesians
4:15a) “We are not meant to remain as children” (Ephesians 4:14a) As a servant, Ah Tao is cognizant of the con-
currently growing old and growing up of her master.




e

Under the good care of Ah Tao, eventually Roger con-
valesces speedily after the operation. Presently Roger
is the only member of the family still living in Hong
Kong. Unfortunately Ah Tao has a minor stroke in her
advanced age, and Roger, as a token of filial duty to the
elderly housekeeper, makes a good wish to take care of
her in return. She is mindful of the fact that it would be
a burden for her employer-turned-closest family mem-
ber. Having worked in the household for over 60 years,
Ah Tao decides to resign and live in a home for the
aged. Roger has to travel frequently for his work, and
he is well aware of the significance of her presence. Ac-
cordingly, he determines to look after the maid for the
rest of her life due to her previous arduous work. Roger
later comes to be her godson in her advanced age. “If
you give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of
my followers, you will surely be rewarded” (Matthew
10:42). Ah Tao does not have enough money to pay for
the elderly home and other expenses. Roger pays for
her just like the Good Samaritan in the Bible. Their re-
lationship has been gradually shifting of the role from
“master and servant” to “godson and godmother”

The two persons are single and their close relationships
are not lovers but servant and master. Ah Tao, being
orphaned as a child, has been working with the Leung
family long before the birth of Roger. The coming of Ah
Taos being is no fluke in the will of God. Her parents
might not have the plan to give birth to her, but God
does. “God created everything and it is for your pleas-
ure that they exist and were created.” (Revelation 4:11)
God has a plan for her being a maid for the family. Ah
Tao works for him alone, taking care of him and bring-
ing him to Jesus, as other members of Roger’s family are
now in San Francisco.

Nothing is accidental and there is a causal relationship.
“I am your Creator. You were in my care even before
you were born.” (Isaiah 44:2a) Albert Einstein says that
“God doesn't play dice” There is a reason for the crea-
tion of Ah Tao as “To everything there is a season, and
a time to every purpose under the heaven for a reason.”
(Ecclesiastes 3:1) The Lord has decided her coming to
the Earth and the way of her living, and even the dura-

tion of life has been planned in advance.

The story is a solemnly serious drama regarding the
slow fading out of life. Hui’s film has a vivid moving
portrayal of a person searching for fulfillment and hap-
piness. She is indicative of her determination against
the similar prevailing tear-jerking movies. The episodes
of suffering and death are not seen in the film. The
light-hearted moments and well-timed star cameos are
interspersed in the story. They are highlighted by Tsui
Hark and Sammo Hung’s hilarious performance. On
Ah Taos death-bed, she prays together with Roger and
the Pastor. It has turned out that Roger later become a
Christian and ultimately Ah Tao’s mission on Earth has
come to fulfillment before her death.

Dr. Fanny Lau
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The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
What we can learn about life from death

What does it mean to live?

If to live is to wait for death, then life is not worth living at all (I know quite a number of people
who fall into this category). The late German philosopher Heidegger questioned what life is: what is
the purpose of life? John Green’ s book The Fault in Our Stars offers a perspective to this age-old
question by presenting the story of teenagers Hazel and Augustus (nicknamed Gus), both of whom
have cancer. This story of how the dying is living provides insight to what is most important in life.

Thirteen-year-old Hazel is just like any normal teenager — with her loves and hates, theories and
ideas

the only difference being the big oxygen tank she has to carry with her when she is outdoors because
of her stage 4 thyroid cancer. She feels she is the “alpha and omega” (beginning and end) of her
parents’  suffering. She meets Gus in a support group for children living with cancer. They share
similar interests: reading books and appreciating philosophy. Gus’ s carefree yet caring character
inspires Hazel to live life to the fullest, and finally convinces Hazel that life is meaningful even when
she is dying.

This story teaches us that when life is fading, the most important thing to do is not extending life, but
rather living it to the fullest. In one part of the story Gus’ s feeding tube is detached and without it
he is going to black out in a matter of minutes. When Hazel is waiting by his side for the ambulance,
the soon-fainting Gus does not cry for painkillers, but for Hazel to read him something. She recites a
poem she likes and he is happy. What Gus feels he needed at that time is not by all means a way
to continue his time, but to preserve the little time that he has and treasure the things that he loves.

The title of this book (The Fault in Our Stars) comes from a quote from Shakespeare’ s historical
tragedy, Julius Caesar, which reads:

Men at some time are masters of their fates. The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars but in ourselves,
that we are underlings.
Julius Caesar (Act1, Scene 2)

In other words, we take charge of our own destiny, and we can only blame ourselves if we feel we
are not living a meaningful life. Many people often feel they can do nothing significant with their lives
because there aren’ t opportunities in front of them. This book teaches us that it is in fact quite the
contrary: people sit around and do nothing because they don’ t look for opportunities. We cannot
blame God for not giving us chances; we have to grab the chances that He gives. In this book we
read about Hazel and Gus’ s story of dying, their lives much more meaningful than ours (read the
book if you want to know how so). Perchance this is what we should do too: imagine every day is

the last day of our lives. Perchance it is by redlizing a finite life that we can learn to treasure life.
Pierre Ng
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